Property lifeline
Laura Fountain talks to a landlord whose portfolio proved to be
a real bonus after he suffered an horrific motorcycle accident
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Robert bought in
areas he knows well.
If you are buying in an
area that you are
unfamiliar with, make
sure you research it
thoroughly.
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difficult to manage them. While I was
confined to my home I was still able to
deal with the admin, and the properties
didn’t need much maintenance.”
Robert’s approach to buy-to-let
involves buying houses around his native
Manchester that are in need of renovation
and doing the work himself. “I buy
properties that are run down and this
allows me to buy them cheaply.
“After I’ve spent time working on the
houses I know every inch of them and if
any maintenance needs doing it makes it
much quicker and easier.”
Robert bought his first property in
2002 and spent the first seven months of
his buy-to-let career spending his days
working full-time and renovating his
houses in his spare time before giving up
work to be a full-time landlord.
Since his accident, Robert has not
bought any additional properties, but now

he is back to health he plans to resume
building his portfolio.
“I first got into buy-to-let because
I was disillusioned with what was
happening with pensions and investing
in property seemed like a good long-term
prospect. But buy-to-let has given me
financial security in more ways than I
could ever have imagined.”
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When Rob Matlock’s motorbike crashed
head-on into a car at 60 miles per hour,
he faced a long period of rehabilitation.
With a 12-week stay in hospital and
eight months of housebound recovery
before him, Rob’s buy-to-let portfolio
of 11 properties could have seemed like
an additional stress. But far from being a
burden, Rob found his portfolio provided
him with a lifeline.
“My accident was horrific. A car hit
me head-on, I flew 85 feet through the air
before landing on top of another car and
then hitting the ground.
“I had given up work to concentrate
on buy-to-let a year before the accident,
so I would only have received state
support while recovering. However, the
income from my portfolio still allowed
me to honour all my financial obligations
and support my two children.”
While Robert was in hospital he
handed over the day-to-day running of
his properties to a friend. “I was lucky
that I had someone to take over. Had I not
been able to do this it would have been

For more information about your
mortgage options, call 0870 240 884.
If you find you find yourself struggling
to pay your mortgages, contact your
mortgage broker so that any issues
can be sorted out.
Calls from BT landlines cost a maximum 7.91p per
minute. Other companies’ rates will vary. Calls may be
monitored and recorded.

